
Drug Plan and Extended Benefits Branch (DPEB): 

Designated Direct-Acting Antiviral (DAA) Prescriber Status 

Information for Healthcare Professionals in Saskatchewan 

PRESCRIBING DAAs IN SASKATCHEWAN 

What are direct-acting antivirals (DAAs)? 

DAAs are medications used in combination to treat Hepatitis C. 

The following DAAs are listed on the Saskatchewan Drug Formulary: 

o Maviret (glecaprevir/pibrentasvir)

o Epclusa (sofosbuvir/velpatasvir)

o Sovaldi (sofosbuvir)

o Vosevi (sofosbuvir/velpatasvir/voxilaprevir)

o Harvoni (ledipasvir/sofosbuvir)

In addition to infectious diseases specialists, who can prescribe DAAs in Saskatchewan? 

• In Saskatchewan, DAAs can be prescribed by licensed healthcare professionals who have the authority to

prescribe medications.

• This includes: 1) medical doctors, including family physicians and specialists, 2) nurse practitioners, and 3) pharmacists

who have collaborative prescribing agreements (or under prescriptive authority).

DESIGNATED DAA PRESCRIBER STATUS 

What is the benefit of being recognized as a Designated DAA Prescriber by DPEB? 

• Being recognized as a Designated DAA Prescriber facilitates more timely access to Exception Drug Status (EDS)

coverage for patients that require DAA therapy.

• Effective May 1, 2024, all prescriptions for listed DAAs written by a Designated DAA prescriber (for beneficiaries who

meet the published EDS criteria), will be automatically adjudicated at the dispensing pharmacy. Removing the

requirement of an application reduces delays in treatment initiation.

• The sole purpose is to facilitate the adjudication of claims to the Saskatchewan Prescription Drug Plan and reduce time

to access DAA treatment. The purpose is not to confirm scope of practice or inform any type of monitoring.

If a patient is covered under Non-Insured Health Benefits (NIHB), does the writer of the DAA prescription need to be 

a DPEB Designated DAA Prescriber? 

• No, NIHB does not require the DAA prescriber to be a DPEB Designated DAA Prescriber for claim submission.

• For questions about NIHB DAA drug cost coverage, call NIHB at 1-800-S80-09S0 or go to: httRs://nihb-ssna.exRress­

scriRts.ca/en/020S 140S06092019/16/160407

Does a healthcare provider need to complete hepatitis C medical education or training to become recognized as a 

Designated DAA Prescriber by DPEB? 

• Receiving medical education on prescribing DAAs for Hepatitis C is beneficial but not required for recognition as a

Designated DAA Prescriber with DPEB. There is no designated course or educational curriculum that needs to be

completed for DPEB to approve a prescriber's request to become a Designated DAA Prescriber.

• However, it is strongly recommended that new DAA prescribers complete some form of hepatitis C and

DAA education.
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